Luke 9:18-20

Once when Jesus was praying alone, with only the disciples near him, he asked them, “Who do
the crowds say that [ am?” They answered, “John the Baptist, but others, Elijah; and still
others, that one of the ancient prophets has arisen.” He said to them, “But who do you say that |
am?” Peter answered, “The Messiah of God.”

First envision yourself among those disciples, praying in a lonely place with Jesus. | invite you
to close your eyes and imagine that scene. If Jesus had asked you, ‘Is there a quiet place where
we could go apart to pray?” where might you have led him? Picture yourself with him and a few
of his disciples in that place now... Sense the peacefulness of the setting, the peacefulness of
being in silence and in prayer in the company of Jesus and his friends... Are there smells and
sounds that you associate with this place? Notice them... Quiet your heart now, slow your
breathing, open yourself to God’s presence in this place you have imagined...

Observe Jesus at prayer. What posture does he assume? What is the expression on his

face? Notice his slow and steady breathing, his eyes lifted up to the heavens and then gently
closed, as he communes with the One he calls “Father”. Feel your oneness with him in the
presence of the One in whom we all live and move and have our being... What do you suppose
he is feeling and thinking? What are you feeling and thinking?

Jesus now rises slowly from his place and comes closer to where you and the others are

seated. Jesus sits with you, and all of you turn your gaze towards him. Jesus is still, quietly
contemplating his next words. You also are completely still, waiting in expectation and

hope. Finally Jesus lifts his head and gazes into your eyes. Jesus asks you a question: “What do
the people in America think about me? Who do they say that [ am?”

You ponder your response, and then you speak. Give Jesus your answer now...

A minute passes in silence. Jesus seems to be taking in your response, turning it over in his
mind, weighing it and considering its implications. You sit in silence with Jesus, wondering if
what you said was true, if it was fair, if it was helpful...

Now Jesus lifts his head and once again fixes his eyes on you. “And you,” Jesus says, looking
steadily into your eyes, “Who do you say that I am?” You take in this question, wanting to
answer as clearly and as honestly as you can. And then you speak...

What did you say? Was your answer clear and full of conviction, or did you express your
uncertainty and confusion? Were you able to be completely honest, or did you have the feeling
that you should say something that would please Jesus...

Imagine Jesus looking at you now, completely without judgment. Jesus has a gentle smile on his
face, and is gazing at you in the way that lovers gaze at each other. Jesus has received your
answer and has taken pleasure in it. Jesus understands your answer and the reasons behind it
better than you do. And you can tell by his expression that it is alright. You need not be



anything that you are not — right now, in this moment, Jesus accepts you fully. And Jesus loves
you...

Jesus. You are the one to whom all hearts are open. You see and know us as we are, in our
beauty and in our confusion. Accept our attempts to love you. Receive our beliefs and our

doubts, the true expression of our hearts. Be patient with us and love us, now and
forever. Amen.
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